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Dear Parents and Carers

IMPORTANT Re: Proposed Partnership with The Tuxford School Family
As you are aware our school has very close links with Tuxford School and all the other schools in the Tuxford Family of schools.  We work with Tuxford staff in many different ways: through regular meetings; Transition week; sports links and holding joint training events at times.  The Tuxford Family is a highly thought of group of schools and we have, over recent years, worked closely and successfully on a number of strategies: Thinking Skills 3-18; the national Sports Initiative  and the Extended Schools programme are three examples.  Gamston School’s governing body (and the governing bodies of all the Family primary schools) have been offered the opportunity to make these links with the Tuxford Family even stronger by being invited to join what is now called The Tuxford School Partnership (TSP).  The TSP is, basically, a federation of all those schools in the Family who wish to join, formally, in a partnership.    

                                                                                                                                             Our governing body has discussed the matter on several occasions and see it as a positive strategy and has agreed, in principle, to join the partnership.  However, quite properly, we wish to ask you to comment upon the proposal.  We are statutorily obliged to have a six-week consultation period with our parents and carers, during which you have the opportunity to comment on and/or make suggestions about the prospect of Gamston School formally becoming a member of the Tuxford Partnership.
What Difference Will It Make?
As previously stated the Tuxford Family of Schools already works effectively and closely together so why formally join the newly-formed partnership?  
We believe there are several compelling reasons for joining the partnership, all of which will benefit our children, staff and school in general, including:

· Using expertise across the partnership schools more effectively
· Shared curriculum policies (thus saving time and money)
· Closer collaboration (and therefore money saving again) on training events

· The potential to reduce workload on all staff

· Sharing of expertise in specialist subjects (ie Modern Foreign Languages, Information Technology etc)
· Sharing of resources

Furthermore, to be outside the newly-formed partnership could leave a school isolated.  Joining it now would enable our governing body and staff to have an important say in how the partnership develops over time.
What Do You Need to Do?
The six week’s consultation period begins today and we invite all our parents and carers to send in their views on the proposed collaborative partnership with Tuxford School. The governing body feels it is vitally important to hear everyone’s views on this exciting new initiative and hope as many of you as possible will take the time to offer your opinions.  

                                                                                                                                   Your views can be sent by e-mail (admin.one@gamston.notts.sch.uk), letter or by simply sending the reply slip below back to school.
If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to come into school and talk to us.  Thank you for your continued support in helping the school find a new but exciting way forward. Please remember the deadline for the end of the consultation period is MONDAY, 13th JULY.
Yours sincerely

Cathy Brown

Chair of the Governing Body
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Signed (if you wish):





Date:
Please return to school by MONDAY, 13 JULY 2009.

THANK YOU.

PartnershipConsultation2009
